THE    GREAT    WAR

back information concerning the situation in the
city and any troop movements that were taking
place there; she was also to bring back a number of
revolvers and cartridges. She boarded the train
for the return journey carrying a bag with fifteen
revolvers, some cartridges and a few sticks of
dynamite and, by way of camouflage, a pot of
flowers! Her fellow travellers included some
Russian Red Cross nurses and officers. The cheery
conversation that developed between Wanda and
the Russians went on for hours. At one intermedi-
ate station she actually alighted for a meal, leaving
her belongings in the charge of a Russian officer;
he was to keep an eye on it, 'otherwise it might
get stolen'. Arrived at their destination, Wanda
requested the officer to carry the pot of flowers for
her, while she herself carried her heavy bag. In
this way she escaped her greatest danger, a search
of her luggage by the Russian police. It was not
until she was driving away in a hired cab that she
could be certain that, once more, she had escaped
a Russian firing squad.

The Polish amazons frequently received such
dangerous commissions. Maria Stronska, for
example, was instructed to spy out the fortress
of Ivangorod, a prohibited zone, which civilians
were not even allowed to approach. Maria applied
to General Ivanoff, commandant of the fortress,
pleading that her fiance, who had fought for
Russia, was buried underneath the fortress and
she must visit his grave. Who could have refused
the request of the grief-stricken girl ? In any case,